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WeyerhaeuseAcof; isalready - . 

cleaning up'Vhxzardous waste 
site at Its LongviewjnillSthat 

" state. Department dfEcology of--£ 
ficials have given top priority for _ 

' '***>• 

i. Three, otheri local^industrials 
; sHes.Vr one.'at Longview. Fibre."-

Co. and two at'Reynolds: Metals 
Co. — received lower rankings . 
on a list published recently b^/. 
the POB.^^i||8ISL'iigS^^fe 

j.. Ecology officials say the.local ^ 
--sites pose no immedlatedanger 

public,health,.parflnjbecaase; 
.r_y^are?.'isolaW2tlroni 
general public, andTiave ___ 
known about for; a" long time. •• 
Theyare just now being ranked-** 

• under the state Model Toxics Act 

Oc-.- v-

for action or further investiga 
tion. ESflr - ' 
r ' Underfthe 1988 law, DOE is 
ranking B700 hazardous waste 
sites statewide. The agency has 
now ranked 139 sites, including 
six in Co wlitz County. •£ ,, 

Ecology'ranks the sites from 
one to five, based on the level of 
public health risk, with a "one" 

idous waste sites-in Longview 
A ~1'-" ~ nlon a tariff t flVP 

the most immediate 
• „ t 

In addition to the four newly 
ranked ̂ industrial ~ sites, DOE 

' oldOstranderRock k 
iftCo?SlandflIl*~~ 

w,iu Slough as a'**. 
Part of an embankment holding 
back thei«"dfiii, located on a hill 
above jOcean Beach Highway, 

slid away^a 'year ago and still 
hasn't been repaired;- -

Last SepternbefJrDOE ranked 
- BobertTRadakovichts Mount Solo 

landfiIl'*a''k"one.^- The site is 
under' study and is still 
operating. : 

3 The Weyerhaeuser site, rank­
ed -"one,"' involves an old-. — — 
building near the chlorine plant mercury 
that was contaminated over two damage, 
decades.with trice, amounts of 
mercury."?-; - pSfe 

— sverai stories 
long, is 

- i ~  

• The building, 
high and nearly 

•" ^ing^dem" ~ 

Washington en 
fairs manager. 

^ Johnson said 

3 feet— 
rsaid».Ken 
• company'sl 

lental af-

ie building has 

- - v . — —  . - i *  
been used as a carpentry and 
maintenance shop since the com­
pany abandoned mercury use in 
the early 1970s."- State and 
federally sanctioned teste show­
ed mercury levels in the air do 
not violate worker safety1 stan­
dards, Johnson said. -

In high-enough quantities, 
can cause #kidney 
chronic weakness, 

headaches, insommnia. depres-
sion and personality: .changes, 
said Bon . Langley, 
spokesman. 

Longview Fibre's slteisa five-
^cre ?landfill where^Kimpany 
boiler ash° was depoated for 
about 15 years. The site was clos­
ed and. covered under Jaj DOE-

approved plan about five years - . 
ago, Langley said.. . 

The site was ranked a "five" 
because nearby ground water is 
contaminated with lead, arsenic, 
chromium and barium 

-JvT _ c :: KsTteaStteS. 
,-. The contamination is 'minor 
and appears to be contained, 
Langley said. DOE only wants 
Fibre to continue monitoring the 
site. • " 

The two Reynolds rites both 
DOE : ranked five.; ...J".';-

& One, the old black mud pond. 
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will undergo a DOE-approved 
closurefthis "summer,1 Langley: 

: said.iWwk' wfll involve capping-
the rite with clay and draining 
out contaminated water. ̂ 
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